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shan't regret. I go into the office at 7 a.m. come away about
3,30, and if there's a tea party to follow I haven't a minute all
day in which to ride or reft or look about me.

Our politics are rather hanging fire. . . A bewildered ittle
Saiyid from Najaf way came to see me one day, and told me
his hopes and fears. He was very shy.... He left me feeling
that it wasn't astonishing that they don't know what we're up
to. Firft we imprison them for saying they want Abdullah
and then we encourage them to ask for Faisal! One of my
beSt informants about affairs in Bagdad, when he relates the
conversation with people who inquire what he thinks the
British Government wants, generally gives as his share in the
conversation, this answer : " WaUahi, my brother ! who
knows what is in their minds."

To H.B.                                                           BAGDAD, May 152$, 1921.

Your letters have an almost too acute interest. . . . You
speak of a possible settlement, but more than a month has
passed without one. It is moSt interesting about the Defence
Force and the miners joining it. It doesn't sound as if there
were much bitterness in our part of the world. ... I think of
all our countryside at this beautiful time and wish I were
there, nevertheless I'm happy in the work here and it ought to
develop very soon in various directions. We haven't even yet
got the amnesty out. It has been held up firSl by having to
consult the French, then the Government of India. Nor has
there yet been a pronouncement about the ele&ions, but that is
because we had to find out first what parts of the Kurdish
provinces would come in to the Arab State. I hope that we
shall know this week that moSt of them will. Answers are
beginning to flow in from the Sharif in reply to the first
telegram sent to him asking him to send one of his sons here.
The answers are characteristically vague, . . .

Basrah opinion will carry a good deal of weight. They are
trying to draw up a programme for the ele&ion which will be
wide enough to embrace the greatest number of opinions.
I've got the draft and it seems quite good. If one leaves them
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